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MOSCOW Feb. 20 — Four Japaness
nuclsar experts traveling from Moscow
to Leningrad aboard the ovarnight ex.
press last month wers kmocked out by
gas sprayed upder thelr compartment |
door and robbed. Some diplumats say
th2 bizarre Incident may have cvertan&
of industrial espicpage. K
-The victim-bmmemmeo «ped.a.liz-
ing in the indvstrial uses of muclear
power —reported losiang thelr passports
and visas togsther with- travelers*
checks and currency Intherobbery. -

But the unusual twists ia the story
have ':xL,ed doubxs among some Japa-

e b e ¢

nese hare ad to whether the incldent was
a simple robbery, as the Soviet police
contand, or industrial espionage.

Tha Japaness Embassy says ofil.

The polica told tae embdassy that two
Sovizt Georglans who were sald to have
[ nsed the sams procedurs to rob othars
on the train had been seizad when they

attampted to lzava the train at an inter-
mediate stop fur which ths:y wera Lot
ticksted. . | s .

I{owever, czher Japa“ma wko: are
familiar with the case say ths embas-
sy’s formal position masks a strong ce-
gree of skepticism, Among other things,
they cited the “extraordinary police
‘worie,"”’ as orie zource putit, that madelt

~:'»,.

s

possibla to rack down ard return four|

- passports less than 24 hours aftar they
suppossdly had been tossed off 2 fasg.
; moving traln i the middis of thenight.

"The four Japanese who were robbad
were mzmbers of an elg,txt-ma:x del=ga.
tion that bad attended a nuclear paergy
sympesivun cutside Moscow a3 guests of
the Soviet Government's Ccrmmmee on
Peaceh.u Usesof Atomic Energy.

_The men did not report any iman'nr-
‘ence with tachrical papers, but & Japa-
I nese sotrcesald this did not necessarily

‘mean that the men were nct carrying
sensitive papers or that ths papers had
inot. been pbotog‘raphed or tamper-d
wit, | -

Tha sourca said that, if tha men had
been carrying such papers, they might
!0t have wanted to reveal it. Others pro-
jecting this line of speculaticn noted that
‘much nuclear energy ceveloprant in
Japan has been conducted under liceuse
from Amarican manufacturers, which
mizht be an additicnal reascn for not
disclosing that ;echmwl data had been
compromned. .

" Anctherthsory advancad bythe J’ apa-
nesa sources-wad that Soviet security
agents had penctrated the compaitment
under the coveor of the gas in the hops of
Jfinding technicul papers, bm had found
nara. UGN T - e
v The syzpesium wu part ﬁ a r*guhr

L

--. v"

clally that it a cepts the Sovietaccsunt. b

i
i
s=ries of ¢ (chans=s on tha peaczful ap-
plicutions of muclear cnar'fy tbat the

Soviet Union ka3 with Jupan anl 3 othier
Western countries. Sizadar cortacts
with th2 Uritad Smates have bem 2bhros
gated in the waks of the Sovizt military
‘intaryeation in Alzhanistan twd years
azo acd the military cr!uc‘.mm in Po~
la:vdla;tDecc'mb‘r -

- The four Javanesa ind '..dcd rﬂpxﬂ-
sentutives of Hitacki, which builds .
cleat-gimeruting units, and of the Tos
hoka Electrical Com*uuy vrhich ¢rare
_atesguslear plants. The delegatica (!1541
“included a reprrse antatvz of Mitsubishl,
‘waick also makes guelsar g:e:;er"’tv'fl
ugits, but it was not cl=ar wiather h2
‘was in. the compartment that wag
robbed or 4 similar four-man cornpart-
“ment that was not distusbed. The Japa.
-nese Embassy detiinad to namae any uf
‘thamen
. Theirzdent occm*ed abca wdthe Red
_AmW a crack train. Ca the nigat of

an. 25-27, the frain was abouta third of
thé way along the {00-mnile route from
Moscow to Leniazrad wien one of the
four men in the mbbnd compartment
‘awoke tu go to-the totl=t. H= 2l e
‘bassy oiflcials later that beialt jor his
walletin his suitjacket as he rstucsd to
kis bunk, found it missing - 'uvi .'*a w the
2larmat about3 AL oo
- On arriving in mezw 1, "xe J’wm-
nese delegatim was i inforiaed that tha
two Geuryians kad been arrwtﬂd. 1=
police said they had ajso gassed the coz
ducter in the Japanesa travelers’ car ay
svall as a group of Russiang travelinz la
another car. The paiics declired to icien-
1ify the gas that purpurtodiy wag used Lt
the incident cr to identily sh! rasn >ald
to havebewmn arrested.

7 Ancther curious aspect of the case
sras the coadidon of the retwmsd pass |
'porta, acecrding to Japaaese wio saw
the documents, Oune was in'pristine
szap®,. but. the others. were r=iumed
splattared with ‘rud and scored acresa
the riddla as L.mugh patily Iua ov: T b]
atmairs-+
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